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Bus rider
steamed
about rude
passenger

So. I'm coming home Tuesday
evening. and a barista at a local
cofTee shop hus u story she is
dying to tell

Seems she was riding the No
14 city bus that afternoon, and a
disabled man boards

A woman who appears to be
fully able is sitting at the front
of the bus in a spot where this
man needs to sit, so he can strap
m his wheelchair She doesn't
budge Everyone looks

She announces loudly enough
for all to hear,
I ain't
movin™"
Several times

She
announces
further that
she and her
child are
already settled
in Fmally. the bus driver orders
her to another seat and the
disabled man, who Is courteous
the whole time, gets situated

The rude woman glowers

“l was so angry,” my barista
friend says, and 1 can tell

She 1s normally a cool
customer | think it's the first
time she's suggested | do a stary,
or the first time 1n a long time

“Thal man might have been a
veteran.” she adds

She wanted me lo bring
attention to the incident, in case
the rude bus passenger should
happen to read my column, so
she’ll know her rudeness was not
appreciated

OK. done

I have two further thoughts

First, 1t was guilt that made
the rude passenger explain her
actions-howeygrdbrazenly, to her
fellow riders Guilt indicates a
self-awareness that she knew she
was in the wrong; and self-
awareness is something

Second. as leng as people like
her are upset about these kinds
of things, we still have a shot at
restoring a civil society

So take heart, my friend

Chlef vs. councli

1 believe much of the drama
over police consent searches ends
when we get a new police chief

A new chief with a new
attitude and a new way of doing
things is the only way todo a
hard reset And that's what's
required in this toxic debate

It doesn't appear to me that
Police Chief Tom Bergamine and
the City Council believe in each
other any longer To my eye, he
undercut council members Jan.
24 when, a day after saying he'd
go along with their directive on a
moratorium on consent searches,
he sent a letter to the NC
Department of Justice asking
that it declare the action invalid

‘The chief says he was only
trying to make sure his officers
were not “following an unlawful
mandate "

The moratorium issue does
need to be settled in court so
officers and municipalities
statewide get legal clarification

Meanwhile, 1 don't see how
the broken relationship between
police and council helps city
residents in terms of public
safety If anyone has a rational
case of why a chief out of step
with the mayor and city leaders
should stay on until July, I'd like
to hear it ,

Cool deck

On Friday, the city will open
the parking deck on Franklin
Street downtown, in time for
Fourth Friday

The deck is snazzy looking
and fits well into the swrrounding
brickwork landscape, which
includes the Robert E Williams
Business Center

The deck is also a rare case
of forward-thinking and helps us
get out in front of what will
eventually be a major downtown
parking problem

Good job tg all invelved
Cotumnss: Myron B Pits can 0e reachey of
oitsmtayoDservercom or 910 486 3553

Myron
B. Pitts
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Ride to honor Iraq War vets

By Drew Brooks

Staft wnter

When the war in Irag drew to a
close late last year, members of
the nonprofit group GOTDAD
awailed the celebrations they felt
certain would come

And they waited And waited

Roughly two months after the
war's end, the Fayetteville-based
orgamization 1s through wailing
and has decided to take the lead in
henoring veterans who served in
Irag

GOTDAD - Giving Opportum
ties Through Dedication and Devo

The convoy, symbolic of the last convoys out of Iraq,
will cover eight miles — from the John D. Fuller
Recreation Center on Old Bunce Road to the Airborne
& Special Operations Museum on Bragg Boulevard,

tion  will host a “Ride to Free-
dom” convoy Saturday to recog
nize Iraq War veterans, Director
Joe McGee sad

The convoy. symbolic of the
last convoys out of lraq. will cover
eight miles from the John D

Fuller Reereation Center on Old
Bunce Road to the Airborne & Spe
ctal Operations Museum on Bragg
Boulevard

McGee said the group hopes
military families and Fayetteville
residents will turn out to partict

FALLING LIGHT POLE

pate in the convoy

“This 15 Fayetteville's way of
saymg ‘Thank you * MeGee suid
‘Bring your car your minivan
decorate 1t and come ride wilh

GOTDAD has reached out to
veterans groups ncluding VEW
posts, American Legion chaplers
and the Wounded Warrior Froject
McGee said and has been encour
aged by the response

MeGee said he expects the con
voy to leave the recreation center
about moon. after & onehour

See VETERANS, Page 45

Emergency
personnel
tieal a Pike
Electne worker
who was
stiuck by a
partof a
lamppost
Wednesday
morning on
Person Street
Below. pieces
of the
lamppos! he
on the ground

Accident injures worker

A Pike Electric Inc worker was
ijured Wednesday morning when
a light pole at Person and Bow
streets fell on him

The worker was identified as
Anthony Yow, construction consul-
tant Pete Oxendine said

Yow and other workers were
attempting to replace two bulbs
that were out about 845 am, Ox
endine said

A strap attached to a line truck
was holding the pole from the top.
he said, while Yow was using a
strap to loosen the pole closer to
the ground As the pole came loose,
it slipped from the top strap and

crashed down, grazing Yow on the
head and landing on his leg, break
mg it. Oxendme said

Yow was laken to Cape Fear
Valley Medical Center

Fayetteville  Public  Works
Commission has contracted with
Pike to handle the effort to mstall
underground utility lines down-
town

The state's Occupational Health
and Safety Division s not required
to investigate a workplace acci-
dent if no one 15 killed or less than
three workers are jured, a
spokesman there said

— Nancy McCleary

Sicinski hears Linden Oaks concerns

H Fort Bragg's garrison commander says work on an
additional elementary school will likely begin in 2014.

By Drew Brooks

Staft wrter

SPOUT SPRINGS — Fort
Bragg's garrison commander visit-
ed the installation's newest com-

terests at the town hall meeting,
held in the cafeteria of Gordon Ele-
mentary School in the Linden Oaks
community

Sicinski acknowledged some
growing pains the community is
dealing with and said help is on

the way
Sicinski said construction on an
additional elementary school —
Linden Oaks has two elementary
middle and a mid-
- dle school — would
- likely begin in 2014
In the meantime,
some temporary
» classrooms  would
have to be used to
3 help relieve over-
crowding, he said
The community,
which opened in 2008, has quickly
ballooned te 1225 homes and
more than 6,000 residents, said a
spokeswoman for Picerne Mili-

Slelnski

tary Housing, which manages the
houses

An additional 217 homes  for
field-grade officers - will be built
n the next year-and-a-half

Sieinski said concerns about oth
er amenilies will be addressed as
the commumty coatinues to grow

He pointed 1o the planned con-
struction of a gas station and shop-
pette within Linden Oaks and the
increased construction of fast food.
grocery stores and other business-
s around ihe community, which is
located in Harnett County

Sicinski said efforts are under
way to increase recreation n Lin-
den Oaks, with plans for baseball
diamonds and ball fields to be
built in the near future

In the past, military families
have had 1o travel to Fort Bragg

Lender to ad agency facing Fla.

By Paul Woolverton
St wnter

Gary Smith, the owner of Smith
Advertising & Associates in Fay-
etteville, said his company re-
ceived and repaid short-term loans
from a Florida man as part of a
longtime business practice.

In the last several weeks, the
company's relationship with Flori-
da businessman Marvin Kaplan

has become associated with a law-
suit alleging Kaplan was engaged
in a check-kiting scheme that cost
a bank at least $9.8 million.
Sarasola, Fla, police and the
U.S. Secret Service are investigat-
mg a Sarasota police spokesman

Smlm Advertising is not a de-
fendant in the lawsuit, and the de-
tective assigned to the case said

the advertising agency 1s not a sus.
pect

And Gary Smith, who founded
the ad agency in 1974, portrayed
his company as an innocent by-
stander in the dispute between the
bank and Kaplan

Fayetteville-based Smith Ad-
vertising has an office in Sarasota,
Fla. and a number of clients m
that area

proper to participate m those ac
tvities

“Youth sports are eommng lo
you.” Sicinski said That's the
message

Most of the questions dealt with
safety on walking trails and erime
concerns and  Sicmskl  assuaged
fears that Linden Oaks was the
“forgotten stepchuld” of Fort
Bragg

He said Linden Oaks s the
“most over-patrolled community
in the Army "

“I would challenge the idea
that you're an afterthought.” he
said “Youre not Youre the
micest community on Fort Bragg *

% Brooas Lar De mahied af
st Lo o o 396

lawsuit

Check-kiting oceurs when mul-
tiple bank accounts are used ta
move and oblam money A mug
might have $1.000 in the first bdnk 2,
and write a check for $10.000 on
that account o the second bank
Then he withdraws some Jlarge
amount, $5.000 for example. from
the second bank 1o get cash before

SeeII.A\"Sl‘IIT. Page 48
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